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tlers were given sufficient work, still on the
10s. a day, in the way of clearing until such
time as they got cattle.

AMr. Latham: How long do the officers
estimate it will be hefore the pasture is
available?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: October
of this year. It ia considered that by far
the better course would be to get hold of
the burr of the subterranean clover this year
than to put cattle on the clover. The
amount paid last year for seed was much
greater than the value of the clover as feed
for cattlee. On some of the blocks
in group No, 32 there i3 no seed
sown yet for dairy purposes. As re-
gards the <owpiete scheme of group
settlement, it is estimated that to settle
6,000 people Western Australia must borrow
geven millions sterling over and sbove the
£6,000,000 provided, That additional
amovnt will provide the funds needed to
earry on the group work. As regards the
Apgrienltural Bank and Soldier Settlement
and the Tndustries Assistance Board, the
financial position is such that T ask more
particularly those representing the farmers’
interesta to try to assist the board, who do
their hest for the settlers and take extreme
measnres only against such men as have not
carriedl out their work in aceordance with
the hoard’s reanirements. Group settle-
ment, - the Apricultural Bank, and soldier
settlement would absorb all the money the
Government could raise during the next 12
months. I hope every member of the Cham-
ber will give the matter due consideration
and realise the difficultics the officers have
to contend with,

On wmotion by Mr. Barnard, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.41 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION__STATE STEAMERS,
NORTHERN RUN.

Hon, G. W. MILES asked the Colonial
Secretary: In view of the loss mow being
incurred by the State steamships in running
a two-monthly service from Fremantle to
Darwin, will the Government consider the
question of discontinuing this service and
substituting a monthly service from Fre-
mantle to Wyndham?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
In view of the agreement between the State
Government and the Federal Government
and the inereased subsidy lately obtained
from the Federal Government, it is not con-
sidered desirable to alter existing conditions
of running the s.5. *‘Bambra.’’ When con-
sidering reorganisation of the State Ship-
ping Service the point raised of an increased
service to Wyndham will be considered.

QUESTION —RAILWAY TRANSIT, .
DELAYS.

Hon, G. W. MILES asked the Colonial
Becretary: 1, Is it a fact that Truck No.
051, containing explosives, which left Perth
on Monday, 4th August, is still in transit
to Meekatharra? 2, If so, ia this doe to
some of the railway employees working 44
hours instead of 489 3, Do the Government
realise the seriousness to the mining indus-
try of such delay?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
I, Truck left Perth on night of 4th August
and arrived at Meekatharra this morning.
Owing to an error of judgment fruck was
delayed two days at Buntine. 2, No. 3, Yes,
and action has been taken accordingly.

QUESTIONS (2)—MINING.
South Afri-an Conditions, Reporl,

Hon, E, H. HARRIS asked the Colonial
Seeretary: 1, Has the Government mining
representative who was recently appointed
and proceeded to South Africa to inquire
into the ventilation, sanitation, and work-
ing conditions of the gold minss, submitted
a report? 2, If so, when will it be awvail-
able to members?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1 and 2, The report has been received and
is being prepared for publication as early
as posgible.

Oceupational Diseases.

Hon. F. H. HARR1S asked the Colonial
Secretary: What actiom, if any, does the
Government intend taking to enact a satis-
factory law in regard to miners’ occupa-
tional disease, including fibrosis, silicosis,
snd other forms of dust disease except
phthisis and tuberculosis?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied :
The policy of the Government in the matter
will be disclosed in Bills to be introdnced
during the session.
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ADDRERS. IN-REPLY,
Fighth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Heon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan) [4.35]: The remarks of Mr. Gray
vesterday in roicining to the repute of this
house in the jubliee mind eall for comment
from hon, mwemlers. While in the main
his charges may be regarded as vague, the
outstanding one he levelled against this
Chambier was thut it was conservative, and
that the timber workers and other non-
householders dil not have a vote for this
Chamber. My, Gray and his colleagues
know the facts w.]l envugh to inform the
‘‘vomnmon people,’’ as he called them, of
the true position. He knows the Consti-
tution under which both Houses funection—
the Asgembly with the franchise, and the
Council on the property Tbasis, If he
looked into the matter e would see that the
qualification is sufficiently low =already.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Tt shuts out thous-
ands.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Oaly on
the property basis,

Hon, E, H, Gray: No, in the timber
arcas they pay 9s. a week for four-roomed
cottages.

Hon. T, Moore: And for about 6s,
which is slightly less than would entitle
them to the vote, they get a house as fine
as any in Victoria Park.

Hon, F, E, 8 Willmott: Bring in a Fair

" Rents Bill and that will give them the
vote.

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: Under the
regime of a Labour Government it may be
expected that legislation hased on Iatter
day advanced idens will be introduced, in
which event the people will he subjected
to a c¢lass of Jegislation that will not be
Jserutinised by this Chamber, if the Tabour
policy be carried out. If the Legislative
Council were abolished. the State wonld
suffer from hasty Ilegislation, particularls
of the advanced type snggested by Mr.,
Gray. However, that bon. member’s re-
marks need not he taken notice of go much
aa those of a Tabour Minister who was re-
eently reported in the Melbourne Press as
baving stated that although he was
addressed as the well beloved of the
representative of His Majesty the King,
a partoer in concerns of magnitnde in the
State and held@ responsible positions, he
was not qualified for a vote for the Upper
House,

Hon, E. H. Gray: And it was trne too.

Hon. J. M. MACFARTLANE: We know
very well that the statement was made
in order to inflame the wage-earners. That
Minister covld easily aunlify for the vote
in any one, or all, of three provinees. He
could be quelified in respect of farming
operations, of orchard operations, or in re-
spect of hig house if he saw &t to have enc.
Such a statement by a pullic man is not
fair and T do mot think it was honest.

Hen. E. H. Gray: But it was trne.
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Hon. J. M. MACPARULANE: It he van
yuality tut does not do so, it is wroung to
make such a statement.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: [s he one of those
bloated eapitalists who will not get a vote?

Hon. E. H. Gray: He does not own a
bouse and therciore is not entitled to got
a vote.

Hon. 1. M. MACFARLANLE: These who
voted for Federation—I waa one of them
—expected that economies would be effected
in the State Legislature. I telt that with
the advent of Federation the value of the
State Parliaments, in view of the Customs
and Postal Departments having been taken
over by the Commonwealth, would have
diminished, witl; the resuit that the nuvwm-
erical strength of the State Houses would
have been redured even if the Chambers
and S8tate CGovernors were not abolished
altogether.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: The States were
deprived of two non-paying departments—
Defence and Post and Telegraph,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: BEut that
did not compensate for the loss of the
Customs Department, for that deprived the
SBtate of a chance to develop along proper
lines.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Still the idefence
of the State cost a lot of money.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I agree
with that contention, but I desire to point
out the position. The Labour Party desire
to aboligh the Legislative Council. Up to
the present it is held by many people that
Federation has heen of little value to West-
ern Australia, That being so, why cannot
the Labour Party move to have the Fedaeral
Constitution amended? I will be prepared to
assist them, for although T voted for Federa-
tion and believe in it, some good may come
from a demonsiration of that deseription.
I do not say it would be suecessful. I1f we
eannot obtain the relief we desire, from an
cconomic standpoint, owing to the difficul-
{ies arising from Federation, the Labour
Party should move to have the State Leg.
islatures throughout the Commonwealth
abolished. If we cannot get the relief we
require in respect of the Federal burden,
T will be prepared to support a move of
that dererirtion.

Hon. E. 7. Gray: You are in favour of
urification?

Hon. 4. M. MACFARLANE: I am pre-
pared to e a bit further than the Tahour
Party. They merely wish to abolish one
Chambter. T wonld aholish the twn State
Chambers. bt only on condition that every
State Ho' se of Parlinment were reduced or
abolished ton.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You want unifieation?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: T Ao not
want unification, but it is all I ean sece
for the State in the futrre in oerder tn rffect
econpmy. We must either get rid of the
tot and bave Federation alone, or seek a
return to State Government alone. TUnless
that is done we will never bhave true
economy.
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Hon. J. Duffell: How would the non-pay-
ment of members appeal to you?
Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE:

meet with my approval,

Hen, V. Hamersley: Surely we would
have to amend the constitution nf the Sen-
ate before taking such a drastic action aw
you suggest.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We woull
require to have better conditions than we
have to-day. What I wish to secure is some
allevintion of the present condition of
affairs, To-dny State I'arlizments and Min-
isters find themselves greatly overworked.
This is quite contrary te what was expected.
It was thought their labours would be con-
siderably lessened when the Federal idea
took offect, Owing to the fact that they
have takin on Ftate trading, Ministers have
become managers of trading concerns, and
are now busier than ever. They know thay
are working these concerns at a loss and
are placing a further bvrden npon the State,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Are not they managers
without any qualifientions as managersi

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: Yes. They
also know that these trading conferns cause
incalenlable loss to the State because they
check individual effort and retard the intro-
duction of eapital, As regards the Metro-
politan Province, the Governor’s Speech is
more noteworthy for tbe questions omitted
than for the questions included. One mat-
ter dealt with, however, ie that of continu-
ing the work to provide an adequate water
supply. It is pleasing to know that Mephan
FPerguson is reopening works and that the
necessary pipes are being construcied in
Western Australia by Western Australian
labour, I was impressed with the statement
of the Premier to a Jcputation that he was
not averse to handing over the metropolitan
water supply and sewerage works to a board,
and I hope effect wili be given to the pro-
posal. It will certainly make for a foll and
surer supply of water for the city, Tf the
trams also were handed over to a board of
control, it would be appreciated by the
councils and road boards interested, if for
no other reason than that it would abolish
the present dual control of the roads tra-
versed hy the trams. The loeal aanthorities
would then he able to keep the streets in
hetter order, and would not be suhject to
reproach on the secre of the disrepair of
the centre of the streets, for which the
Tramway Department is wholly responsible.
The Minister has announced that the relay-
ing of tram lines in the main streets ig to
be undertaken immediately. This will put
an end to the disgraceful condition of affairs
that has existed during the last two or three
vears. When this work is put in hand preo-
tection should be provided for the police
on point duty at the prineipal intersections,
much as is done in Adelaide. It is not to
the credit of the authorities that these men
should have to provide themselves with a
piece of duckboard by way of protertion
from the damp in winter and from the beat

It would
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of the tar paving in snmmer. I suggest
that & small platiorm be placed at intersec-
tions and provided with an umbrella arrange-
meit to protect the point constables from
the wenther. 1n winter the point police may
be seen directing the traffic from the shelter
of a verandsh. With the growth of traffic,
point duty cammot be properly performed
unlesy tle coustable takes up his position
in the centre of the street. The Minister
has announced his intention of runnring the
trams along William-street in order to avoid
the present congestion at Newcastle-street.
This will mercly have the effeet of remov-
ing the congestion from the present danger-
ous spot to another still more dangerous.
e all know Willinm-street, the Horseshos
Bridge and ita approaches, and we ean pie-
ture the sort of curves that will be necessary
to enable the big bogey trams to negotiate
the bridge. I support Mr. Baster in his
protest; Wellington-street is the best tho-
ronghfare to earry this traffic. I do not apree
with him, however, that the trams should
be run over the Melbourne-road crossing.
They should he taken aeross a new bridge
linking up with Oxford-street. This would
give a direct route to Mt. Hawthorn and the
top end of Oxford-street, and would serve
for an cxtension—definitely promised for
this year by the ex-Premier—along Cam-
bridge-street to the Ocean Beach. If this
line were constructed, Ocean Beach would
become a popular summer resort. The man-
ager of the tramways, Mr, Taylor, considera
that the congestion in Newecastle-street can
best he relieved by an extension down Ox-
ford-sireet to Thomas-street and thence into
Hay-strcet. T do not agree with his pro-
posal Lecause it would involve a heavy pull
up a long narrow street and past schools
where ehildren are liable to meet with acei-
dents, and an ugly angle would have to be
negotinted to get into the already congested
Hay-street. T have to, commend the Gov-
ernment on their attitude to the work of
reclaiming our foreshore. This is not men-
tioned in the Speech but I know that nego-
tiations have taken place with the City
Couneil with a view to securing their co-
operation. If an agreement be arrived at,
I understand a sum will be placed on the
Estimatey for this work. Tt is to the credit
of all concerned that at last this question
has been tackled, beeause I believe it will
in a great measure do away with the nuis-
ance for which the fliter beds have been
blamed, bui which I heligve arizes largely
from the emanation of gases from the
marshy ground when the waters of the
river recede.

Hon, V. Hamersley: That is a new idea.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: The matter
of providing central markets might well
have found a place in the Speech in order
to show the Government’s attitnde, The
Minister for Agricultvre has stated that he
dtoes not favour this work being undertaken
by the Government, hecause he regards it
as a function of the City Couneil, T have
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long held that a market area should be de-
elared, and that all marketing should be
done within that area. Thiz would be ad-
vantageous to buyers becaunse it would save
their time and give them full opportunities
to buy, in addition to which they would
have a better collection of goods to choose
from.

Hon. J. Duffell: That ia agreed upon by
all parties. The stumbling-block is the
amount of money to be borrowed.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: Tbe mar-
kets at present are spread all over the city
and are held at about the same hour of the
day, and unless one ean send a buyer to each
market, he cannot get the same range of
supplies that he could if all marketing were
carried ont in a declared aren. The pro-
ducer would not have to incur so much ex-
pense for handling and would have beiter
opportunity to sell his goods by reason of
the greater competition that would ensue
and ultimately, I helieve, he would secure
a better return. That is the real reason why
T am anxious to see such a market estah-
lished, The pregent system resulte in a
great economic loss to the producer. The
proper body to bandle the markets is the
City Council, but thev should act in the
capacity of landlords only. Facilities ghounld
be afforded to conduct sales under the con-
ditions at present in vogue—auctioneering—
with additional provision for trade by pri-
vate barter and an extension of the open
markets that have been found necessary in
most large cities. The market gardener
would then be able to sell his produce direct
to the purchaser, or if it was not convenient
for the grower to attend the market, one
man might be selected to act for several
growers in a distriet. Sales would be made
much more expeditiously than by auction-
eeting apd time would be saved. TUnder
such a sytem, too, the houscholder would be
able to get garden produce fresh on the day
it was brought in.

Hon. J. Ewing: Have vou any idea
what the cost would be to erect saitable
markets?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: The City
Council asked for a quarter of a million.
To my mind it will be sufficient if the
markets deal with produce such as that
grown by market gardeners, and fruit,
dairr produce, poultry, eggs, heef and
pork. Those are the lines that the City
Council had in mind and they are the
lines, too, in regard to which immediate
relief is needed. The ex-Premier de-
manded that the City Couneil should also
have the handling of horses and eattle
as well as chaff and oats. It was that
that caused a great deal of confusion. The
City Council did not have anything of
the kind in mind. Their desire was te
provide facilities in respect of the lines
to which I have referred so that the pro-
ducer and the consumer would both de-
rive advantage, the latter particularly pget-
ting relief at a reduced cost, Parliamen-
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tary sanction is necessary, so as to epsure
a maximum number of tenants and rents gof-
ficient to provide revenue for the payment
of interest and sinking fund on the
eapital invested. I was a member of the
committes that was appointed to investi-
gate the question, to take evidence, and
to draft a Bill for submission to Parlia-
ment. I was e¢employed upon that work
for nearly two years. Evidence was
taken from market gardeners and from
cveryhody engaged on the production of
the lines I mentioned. All agreed that
what had tben been suggested was a good
idea, and the committee werg given many
valnable points. These are still to be
found on record. Then there was the
difficulty of determining the site.

Hon. J. Duffell;: That is the point; they
got the wrong site.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Every
available position along the railway line
was tried out. The City Counecil thought
they would he able to get a site on the
north gide of the railway line where they
have seven and a half acreg of freehold
land. Tt was suggested that the area re-
quired was 13 acres, and that nothing less
would permit of a proper scheme being
carried into effect. It was considered
that the eoat of resuming the remainder
of the land would not be heavy, and that
the capital cost would, in consequence, be
kept down. After consulting the Railway
Department—and T wish here te pay a
tribute to the late Mr. Light for the agsist-
ance he gave—we were informed it
was no use thinking of going mnorth
of the railway line. As chunting s@ecross
2 main line was had engineering, we had
to abanden that idea and to select
a site on the south side of the lime. It
was then felt that, as we had a mandate
from the Government it might be
possible to make a deal in regard to the
resumed land in Marquis-street whereon
it was originally intended to establish
markets. We approached the Premier
and he advised us to see the Commissioner
of Railways hecause he had an idea that
a change had taken place in railway
views respecting the site and the use to
which it was intended to put it. The
Commissioner of Railways told us that it
was useless to hope to get that site for
the reason that the railways would, in the
not distant future, require it for their
own purposes, We asked whether an idea
could be given as to how long it wounld
be before it would he so used, and the
reply we received was, ‘‘Too soon fFor
you to get any return for the capital you
may invest.’” Then we had to discard
that, Next we went to East Perth where
the ity Comnneil has three and a half
aeres of Jand in Wellington-street., There
was no difficulty there in regard to a
siding becanse there was ome there
already. It was found, also, that the
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neeessary resumptions would not amount
to anything like the cost of a new area,
and that a second siding could be got in
on the north side. Thus the site was re-
garded ss admirable, being easily acces-
sible, which was a very important factor,
inasmuck as it would be possible to take
in there truek loads of froit where it
wounld not be possible at any of the other
gites that had been inspected. Then we
agked the Premier—we placed all our
cards on the table—to have the draft Bill
prepared. He said that he would instruet
Mr, Sayer te frame the Bill. As the Bill
did not come forward in due course we
interviewed the Premier again and he
told us that the Government did not im-
tend drawing up the Bill, that it was the
City Counecil’s job. Ife added that if we
got a draft Bill prepared he would submit
it to Mr. Sayer. This was done by the
City Council’s solicitors, and that was the
Bill that gave rise to Bo much misrepre-
gentation. It was declared in the argu-
ments that were used against the Bill
that the City Council intended to levy
toll on all goods that came into the city.
That was quite wrong, and it caused the
defeat of the Bill in ancther place. The
intention was that anything sent in for
stock purposes or manufaecture, or private
consumption was exempt, ond that all
goods seut in for sale by auction shonld pay
woll. is was misrcpresented and the
Bill went out. I understand now that a
request has been preferred for the
appointment of a select committee to deal
with the proposal, and I trust it will be
. granted and that the result will be more
satiafactory than was the case Iast year.
We must remember that in the not dis-
tant future some of the group settiements
will be sending their products to market,
and that we must have better facilittes
than those existing to-day. A good metro-
politan market, working on the limes T
have suggested, will be of great help to
the settlers and to the rraders. There is
another question of local interest to
which I desire to refer, and which affects
my province; it ig the widening of Hayx-
street. A deputation that waited on the
Premier a little while back brought the
subject under notice and I hope he will
soon give effect to the promise he made
that he would consult the metropolitan
members with a2 view to haviang certain
dangerous elements existing to-day at-
tended to. Two imporiant matters in this
respect that are worthy of prompt con-
sideration are the rounding of of the
corners at George-sticer and ut Harvest
terrace. In respect of the latter it is
important that the hedge should be re-
moved. I live in Hay-street at the foot
of Harvest-terrace and I regret to say
that the experiences T have had there
have convinced me that the hedge must

go. It may sound like vandalism
to make such a snggestion, but it is a
question as to whether we value the
liedge more than we do human life. During
the last few months there have been several
gevitlents at this corner in c¢onsequenee of
vars coming down Harvest-terrace mot be-
iz atle to see the traffie that is proceeding
along Hay-street, whilst vehicles proceed-
ing along Hay-street and desiring to ne-
usotinte the turn inte Harvest-terrace incur
o risk when getting up speed to take the
Fise,

Hon, C, F. Baxter: The ears have hrakes
tley ean use when zoing down tho hill.

Hon. J. M. MACPARLANE: Though
they may have brakes, I am satisfied that
if sometling is not done in the direction
I suggest there will be a fatal accident at
this corner. With regard to Malcolm-street,
the difficulty there is capable of settlement
because a footpath is provided for om
the north side under the lee of the fence
of Parliament House grounds. But a toot-
path is not required there as there is ampile
space on the south side for pedestrian
traftic. Therefore if the space intended
for the footpath on the ngrth side were
used for road purposes, we would have a
thoroughfare wide enocugh to meet all re-
quirements. I am quite at one with the
Government in their endeavour to develop
the mining industry and to create a re-
vival. 1 fully appreciate the value to the
State that the distovery of a new field
would mean, and [ trust that the predie-
tions with regard to Wiluna will bg ful-
filled. That is just what the State needs
at the present time to give it a fillip. If
it were pessible through the medinm of the
cpening up of a new goldfield to secure
employment for 10,000 or 15,000 people,
the good that wounld result to {he State
would be ineaslenlable,  Therefore nny
money that may be spent by the Govern-
ment in the direction of bringing about
that result will meet with my approval,
It is interesting to note thut a new process
for the treatment of low grade ores is said
to have been discovered, This might make
somé people shy, and indu¢e them to ask
whether it is going to mean the cutting
of wages, But if there be any possibility
of bringing our low grade ores to show a
small working profit, I trust the Govern-
ment, the mine owners, and the miners
themselves will de all they can to render it
a success. Kalgoorlie just mow is not
affording much work for miners, but if this
low grade ore could be brought into profit-
able exploitation, it wonld be an excellent
thing for the men.

Hon. T. Moore: And it might teach them
to work for low wages.

Hon., J. M. MACFARLANE: XNo, I do
not mean that. Let me congratulate the
Government on their announcement of a
vigorous migration policy. This is the
most imyportant question before us, be
cauge as a solubion of our troubles the
settlement of eapable farmers on the lard
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is the only alternative to the diacovery
of a mew rich goldfield.

Hon. T. Moore: Do you think we are
getting capables farmers

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: I pur-
posely said ‘‘capable.’’ Whether or not
they are all capable just now, I am sure
they will become capable in time. Cor-
tainly they will become public debt sharers,
an important thing for us. I trust the
Government will push forward their vigor-
ous policy and get a really good body of
men settled on the land within the next
three years, vo that thoy may help relieve
us of our load of imterest om borrowed
capital, which is now almost stifling the
commupity.

Hon. T, Moore: Then you do believe in
Stat: farming?

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE:
sAy 80.

Hon, T. Moore: What is group setile
ment but State farming?

Hon, J. Cornell: State and Common-
wealth. .

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Whilst we
are anxious to settle the newcomers on the
Jand, we must be careful not to drive them
off again with high railway freights or
other similar eharges. The primary pro-
ducer is the only man in the eountry pro-
ducing wealth, The sceondary industry
man js protected by a bigh tariff, while
the wage earner ia under the protection of
wages boards and the Arbitration Court.
The primary producer has neither Arbi.
tration Court nor wages board, notwith-
atanding which the tariff hits him direetly.
While we have our State and Federal debia
to carry, it is highly desirable that we
induce new people to come here and help
share our burdena. Still we reyuire to be
very careful in handling them, to give them
a chanee to make good. In the returns is-
sued by the Commissioner of Railways the
other day we saw how the settlement of the
land lhas improved the finanees of the rail-
ways. Wheat two years ago contributed
10.60 of the rallway revenue, whercas last
season it contributed 13.84, the second high-
est contribution to the railway revenue,
timber holding prime place. Then hay,
straw, chaff, wool, fruit and vegetables,
products of the land, also contribute to the
success of the railways. Undoubtedly it
is the primary producer that will make the
State; ecertninly not the city worker nor
the secomdary industry man. We sometimes
forget that the primary producer is the
man, and although we wish to be fair to
him, we do not give him the deal he ought
to get. Even the oversea freights affect
him. and every rise in Arbitration Court
awards, every reduction of hours, prejudie-
ially toueh him. We are too ready to for-
get that the State can develop only along
the lines of primary produetion. Excent
we go on producing, we shall have con-
tinved stagnation and econtinued borrowina
merely to keep thines going, all adding to
the burdens that ultimately will aink us and

1 did not
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impel us 10 Go as a friend of mine now in
Melbourne has done. For a long time he
was a vesident in our eastern distriets,
but in Melbourne recently he told me that
he had left Western Australia beeause in
Victoria income taxation om personal exer-
tion was 6d., whereag in Western Australia
it was 48. He added that on going into the
sum he found that on the difference he
could keep and educate hig children, and
consequently he had trapsferred his activi-
ties from Western Australia to Vietoria.

Hon, J, Cornell: We have not lost much
in losing & man of that type.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Still it
mukes it difficult for us to keep people
whom we bring to our shores, It 3s of no
use inducing people to come here and swell
the population of the metropolitan area.
Sinve last session I have learnt as much as
T could about group settlement. My investi-
gations have convinced me that the Premier
will be wise in geiting lis Royzl Commis-
sion to work very quickly., I am confident
about the acheme if only the overhead
charges are kept down to a minimum, and
if the gronp settler be not put on to his
block with too heavy a capital charge. The
climate and soil are both right. The coun-
try Jdown there will grow aoytbing. More-
over the clags of people introduced, both
wen and women, are of very fine type;
enger, confident and anxious to make good.
But 1 have this in mind: I am told that
the transplanting of the group settlers to
their blocks will cost, not the £750 originally
estimated, bLut gomething between £1,500
and #£1,800 each. Therefore the interest
charge to the settler will bhe very much
greater than was anticipated, so making it
mueh more difficult for him to succeed.

Hon. J. Bwing: Is that when ther have
their cattle and their pigs?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: XNeo. That
figrure does mot include stock. Here is the
point that worries me: While these people,
full of enthusiasm to make good, are there
and have had two years' experience as burh
workers, they are still inexperienced ip stock
and farming, When, as suggested, they are
given 10 cows, imported cows brought to new
pastures in a new ¢limate with new and in-
experienced handling, what will happen? 1In
place of the standard rvield of milk for 280
days in the year, with a mazimum return
of a pound of butter per day-——no more than
is to be expected of a good herd—the change
of climate, of surroundings, of feed, and
the inexperienced handling, will so affect
the ecows that the inexperienced settler will
not get half so gool a return in the first
vear. The experienced man will get good
returns, but not those vnaccnstomed to the
hardling of cows.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott: They will re-
anire a milking stool from whieh to milk the
oW,

Hon. J. M. MACFART AXF: I have sefn
the report of the select committee on the
Pecl Estate and T know the position there.
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I have come to the conclusion that group
settlement should not be handled by the
department, but should be put in charge of
three men, a financial man, a commercial
man and a mixed farming man,

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is what we, as a
select committes, suggested.

Houn. J. M. MACFARLANE: All group
settlement should be under such a scheme.
I have met inefficient men in charge, and
I have seen men working entirely out of
unjson, polling one againast the othcr. They
get their instructions from different depart-
ments, and the result is that expenses must
mount up. This wuuld be obviated if they
were working under a board of management.

Hor., J. Ewing: Would you take it ount
of the hands of the Government altogether?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes. The
ten cows suggested may prove too many for
some inexperienced settlers, and not emough
for an experienced man knowing how to
handle them and provide feed for them.

Hon. A. Burvill: What about the side
lines?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: Pigs and
poultry arc gide lines, and must be tho-
roughly understood. The cow may be re-
garded as the main line for the settler. The
market for the ecow product is at our own
door. We are some £500,000 a year short
of supplying our gwn requirements in but-
ter. We have not attempted to manufacture
cheese, and are a long way behind our re-
quirements in bacen. Dried milk, concen-
trated milk and other lines of that sort, are
all in the making so far as our group settle-
meut is concerned. It is suggested that
34,000 cows will be required during the next
three or four years for group settlers, and
almost un equal number of pigs. The diffi-
calty is to find the cows in full profit for
the settlers by the time they are wanted.
The department or board, if it is appointed,
wight well coneern itself swith the question
of buying yearlings and upwards. These
could be bought verr much cheaper than
eows in milk. A suitable arrangement
might be made with farmers to carry them,
feed them and look after them, and prepare
themt as  calf heifers for the settlers.
The animals that would then be supplied
to the groups would be acclimatised. I
would rather see a settler make a start with
aeclimatised cows than see him start with an
imported animal in full milk that had not
vet been aceustomed to the new conditions.
We had an experience of Sir James Mit-
chell’s attempt to import cows iuto this
Stnte some years ago.

Hon. €. F. Baxter:
vows!

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE; The venture
proved to be of no use whatever. The cows
did not yield the returns expeeted of them.
I aru «uite sure that the bills of the farmers
who took them were never properly met.
The eows were allowed to wander amongst
Zamia palms and they got rickets, and no
one hnows to this day what the final stage
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of the scheme was. There is no doubt the
group settlers will have to be watched for
a period of at least 12 months when dis-
charged from the sustenance scheme, and
put on to their own holdings. They will
have to be taught how to arrange for the
rotation of crops, and how to properly
feed their cows. They will have to be
made to understand that when a cow
goes dry, after, say, nine or ten months’
milking, another cow must be provided to
iake its place. The settler must be a
producer all the year round with his 10
cows, and he cannot afford to have any
idleness at all throughout the 12 months.
He must be able to milk some of his cows
all the year round. The Department will
have to see that this state of affairs is
maintained, otherwise they will encounter
trouble. It is pleasing to note that a new
world’s market has recently been opened
up in America for the sale of butter and
dajry produce. During the last three
years Ameriea has mot been able to pro-
vide her full requirements in butter, and
the Argentine, New Zealand and Australia
have had to go to her assistance, We
bave been able to establish a very satis-
factory market there. The difficulty ex-
perienced by Australia is in making direet
shipment in refrigerators, and in sending
away a sufficient quantity of butter. This
difficulty is being watched with a view
to exploiting the American markets, A
fierce fight has been commenced for the
British butter market. Russia, after
years of inactivity in this direction, is
making an attempt to gain a foothold
there, The Argentine has gquadrupled its
output in the last five or six years, and
in 1922 exported 16,800 tons or butter to
Great Britain. New Zealand has also
very greatly increased its output., Thom-
sands of tons of butter will also be sup-
plied by Siberia during this year. Aue-
tralia’s principal opponents are New Zea-
land and the Argentine, both of which
countries produce their maximum supplies
at abont the same time as wo do. Re-
cently the Federal Government and the
Ministers for Agriculture of the various
Statez brought into being an Australlan
Dairy Council. This is a board appointed
by the Advigsory Dairy Board in the
different States. The object is to advige
the DMinister for Apricalture in each
State, as well as the Minister for Trade
and Customs, as to the best methods of
uplifting the industry and encouraging
the export trade, This board has gone
g0 far as to recognise the standardisation
of products under a national brand, with
the object of competing on the British
market along the lines laid down by New
Zealand and Denmark. Mr. Q’Callagan,
the Commounwealth Dairy Expert, who re-
turped some few weeks agoe from the Old
Country, says there is clear evidenve in Lon-
don that the prices ruling there this year,
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as a result of the try-out on the national
brand basis, prove that it will not be long
before we approximate the New Zealand
prices for our produce in England. This
will mean bhundreds of thousands of
pounds a year to Australia. The condi-
tiong that have now been set up are meet-
ing with approval in Great Britain. In
the past the multiplieity of brands has
confused people, but the new system will
effect great improvement in that dirvee-
tion. Tt is also arranged that all butter
shall he pasteurised as well as standard-
ised. When it bears the national brand
the buyer will know that he is getting
butter of 92 points and over. With regard
to the quality of tbe ¢ows, a national herd
testing is one of the things tbat is advo-
eated. This will supplement the work
that is carried on by the different States.
The quality of the animals and their
productivity will gradually reach the
maximum standard. This will improve
the comparatively low standard that has
appertained in Australia as compared
with the ontput per animal in New Zea-
land and elsewhere. Amnother method for
uplifting the dairying industry has beon
adopted by the produocera themselves.
Stabilisation is the watchword now on the
part of the dairy preduce farmer through-
out Australia, He now claims equal right
to a living wage with the man engaged
in secondary industries and with the
wage earner gemerally. He is asking for
a stabilisation of prices so that he shall
get a return equal to at least the cost of
producing a pound of butter. Investiga-
tione are being made with the object of
introducing this aystem into every State,
and aseertaining what it costs throughont
Australia to produce a pound of bhutter.
The Prime Minister has been asked to
introduce legislation to bring this about.
He says this means handing over to the
board the fixation of prices for home
e¢onsumption, and that this is inimical to
the interests of the Federal idea of free
interchange within the Btates. He, there-
fore, said he could not undertake to com-
Ply with the request. He does, howerer,
realise that an industry that is worth in
milk products to Australia £40,000,000 a
year must be looked after. He has called
a conference for the 18th of this menth
of representatives of those engaged in
the industry in Australia. This confer-
ence will diseuss with him what kipd of
legislation he can favour, so that he may
then put it before the Pederal Parliament
with a view to bettering the coniiticns
governing the industry. This should be
a distinet advantage to Western Austra-
lia, for it wonld be the means of over-
coming one of the main Adifficulties gov-
erning dairying on the group settlements.
It will be a fine thing for the dairy
farmer in this State to know that over a
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period of vears he can he certain of get-
ting level pricea for his produce that will
ensvre for him a living wage. As things are
to-day he may be thrust down by a falling
market, and the local prices may be re-
duced to a figure helow that of a support-
able value. Whilst T lonk upon the settle-
ment of the Iand as the most important
question for this House to consider I alse
recognise that the financial question is
the most vital. T have handled the finan-
cigl question only from a desire to show
the difficulties that are faced by the
primary producer. He is the wealth
earner of the HState. T have also desired
fo draw the attention of the Government
to the faet that, by reducing the working
hours to 44 per week, they may very seri-
ously affert the development of the State
from the primary producer’s point of
view. T agree that every man should get
a decent living and a decent wage, and
should work under decent conditions, but
I would point out that it is of paramount
importance to the finances of the State
that the country should be properly
saettled. Those engaged in our secondary
industries, our wage earners and every-
one, must recognise that this question
requires most serious comsideration; otber-
wise the financial position will mever be
improved and the Government will never
he able to lift the stagnating load of
taxation from our shoulders, and give this
State a proper chance of developing. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [5.35]: I
desire t¢ add my congratulations to those
that have been accorded to Mr. Drew upon
hia return to this House. Every ashade ot
politieal thought will welecome him not only
to Parliament, but to his old position as
Leader of the House. Those of us who have:
had experience of his leadership will re-
member how pleasant it wag, and will be
pleased to see him baeck. I alse congratu-
late Mr. Hickey upon his elevation to the
pogition of Honorary Minister. I extend a
hearty welcome to the new members of this
Chamber, and trust they will prove equatl
to the task of filling the positions of those
who, we regret to say, are not with us to-
day. Members may differ in polities, but
there is always a bond of friendship be-
tween them that makes those who atre left
feel the loss of the others who drop out at
election time. Mr. Macfarlane has referred
to the important question of the widening
of Hay-street. It is strange that the only
way to carry out that work, in the eyes of
the eivie authorities, is to cut into a part
of the grounds that constitute one of the
heanties of the city. I wonder if the eivic
autborities have ever realised what will hap-
pen in the future regarding the congestion
nf traffic in the eitv. Taking from Barrack-
street along Hay-street to Milligan-street,
onc finds that portion of the eity extremely
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-congested. As regards vehicles, the difficulty
could be overcome by the expedient of omne-
way traffic. Seeing that on the south side
of that portion of Hay-street there are only
-a few buildings of importance, it might be
well to consider getting through Parlia-
ment an Act extending the alignment of
footpath 15 feet further south, In the
case of any buildings that are or import-
ance trouble could be avoided by instal-
ling pillars and securing the extra 15 feet
underneath the structures. But very few
-of the present buildings are important,
‘and the unimportant ones will disappear
within a few years,

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about com-
pensation for the owmers?

Hon. . F, BAXTER: That must natur-
-ally follow. But if our city fathers had
dealt with the question 20 or 25 years ago,
‘the mew buildings put up in the meantime
would have been kept back on an aligmnent
on both sides of Hay-street.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The City Coun-
¢il tried repeatedly to get the necessary
amendment of their Act. They degired that
every building should be set back to the
alignment of the Economic building. That
building reflects much c¢redit on the Econ-
omic firm. '

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: T have no recol-
laction of this means having been suggested
during the past 10 years.

Hon, J. Nicholson: It was suggested 25
years ago.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: If it was done
for the part of Hay-street between George-
ptreet and Harvest-terrace, why was it not
done for the whole length?

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: It is suggested
in every case when an old building comes
down, and in some instances the suggestion
has been acceded to. The City Council have
no power to direct in this matter, but they
get it dome as far as possible.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am sure that if
they put forward the necessary amending
Bill now, the wisdom of Parliament would
prevail and they woull be successful.
I have heard many membera express
pleasure at the improved condition of the
State finances. No donbt the finaneial
position has impreved, but I would like
to see it improve more as regards produe-
tinn. All our improvement so far has
been in conmection with the expenditure
of loan moneys, but that expenditure adds
te our jnterest billl, The new Gov-
ernment should move in the diree-
tion of inecreasing the State’s production,
which is the one sound economical
method of overcoming the deficit. But on-
doubtedly we have made some progress in
that respect during the past tew years.
Tierc have been repeated refercmees to the
wonderful improvement of Western .Aus-
trzlia in the last five years, Bunt thia is a
new conntry just passing the pionesr-
ing stage, and neceesarily it munst make
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good progress. Still, the progress has not
been very wonderful in the agricultural
areas. According to the figures of improved
land, the total acreage in 1914 was 7,320,-
000, and in 1923, nine years later, it was
8,304,000 acres, an increase of less than s
million acres in nine of our best years,
speaking from the seasonal standpoint and
from the aspect of prices. Land improve-
ment is one advancement we should have in
this State, and we must push forward in
that respect.

Hon. J. Ewing: ‘The perio@ you have
takea was the war period.

Hon. C. P, BAXTER: Those nine years
cover the war period, but they also cover
years of wonderful prices and wonderful
harvests.

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: Doubtless you favoar
a Closer Settlement Bill with a view to in-
creasing productiont

Hon. C. . BAXTER: If a genuine
Closer Settlement Bill had been placed
before the House, it would have passed.

Hon. K, Stewart: The Bill was not worth
passing.

Hon, C, F. BAXTER: While we are
pushing forward land seitlement, we are
not making the necessary advance in ex-
tracting the best from ounr seil and from
primary production generally, Let mem-
bers think for a moment what it would
mean if we had the seientific knowledge
that is required for the benefit of our pro-
ducers. Those acquainted with the position
are aware that we do not possess that
knowledge. The reason why it has not been
secured seems to be that it would involve
an expenditure of £8,000 or £10,000
per amnum. What would that slight
expenditure mean to a State such as this!
It is quite easy to get that momey back
from an increased wheat yield, say a yield
raised by five million bushels. Some time
ago I gave the figures of whal an inereased
yield of three bushels per acre, which is
obtainable in this State, wonld mean. If
T recollect aright, it meant an increased
wheat value of one million pounds per an-
num,

Hon. H. Seddon: Why isn'’t it done?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not know.
I. as a farmer, eannot get beyond a certain
standard. and neither ecan other farmers.
YWhat is pecded is a soil survey for the
whale of onr agricultural areas. That may
seem 8 big undertaking, but it is very
necessary. Here one finds three or four
changes of soil in a hundred acres. Along
the Great Southern line, for example, farm-
ers have been trying to grow wheat for
the past 20 years. There is land on the
(ireat Southern railway that never has pro-
dueed, and T believe never will produce, a
payable wheat erap. The farmers have
since discovered that by growing sheep
food and oats they can make a profit. But
in the meantime many of the older settlers
on those lands have left their properties,
broken in health and in pocket. Had thas
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been given the necessary adviee, they would
have been on their holdings to-day. They
did get a certain amount ot adviee, as
much ag could be furnished by an impover-
ished Agrienltural Department.

Hon. J, W, Kirwan: How many soil sur-
veyors would be necessary for this Statef

Hon. C. . BAXTER: Tkree, or perhaps
four. The whole survey would not have
to be done in a month; it is a gradual pro-
cess, extonding over a number of years.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Every bloeck should
be soil-surveyed when it is snrveyed orig-
inalty.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But Mr. Baxter aaid
the soil varied in every hundred aeres.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Tf we haid an
overflowing Treasury, such as there was in
the days of John Forrest, 1T would ask for
a nuwmber of =¢il serveyors; but under ex-
isting financial conditions 1 would ask for
only three or four. The National Govern-
ment tried to do something in that diree-
tion, hbut we had the war with us and we
emld not at that time borrow money.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: We don’t always
have the war, hut we always have no money.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T fear the present
Government are unfortunately going to ex-
perience some diffieulty in borrowing. How-
ever, let us take the wheat yield and observe
the advances in that direction. For the 1914
season our average wheat yield was 12.15
bushels. For the 1923 season it was 8.92
bushels. The seasonal differences were not
very great.

Hon. A. Laovekin:
drought year?

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: T know what T am
talking about, because | speak from my
own experience,

Hon. A, Lovekin: 1 know [ couldn’t get
a blade at Korrelocking that year.

The PRESIDENT: (rder! Let the hon.
member make his statement.

Hon. G, W. Miles: The year does not
make any difference.

Hon. O, F, BAXTER: The return I have
guoted i8 on record officially. I use it as
an illustration showing that we have not
made that advanee which we should have
made in our wheat yield. And that ap-
plies to other branches of primary produc-
tion as well

Hon. J, Cornell:
worst year on record.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C, F, BAXTER: The same slowness
of improvement applies to pretty  well
everything.

Hon. J. Cornell: How does our wheat
yield compare with that of South Aus-
traliat

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T think we are a
little better than 8Bonth Australia.

Hon. J. Cornell: And as regards Vie-
toria?

Hon. . F. BAXTER: We are bebind
Victoria. DBut it matters little whether we
are hehind annther State or ahead of it.
As a praetical farmer T say we can improve

Wasn't 1914 the

You took nalmost the
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the Western Australian wheat yield by
three bushels per aere, provided we gbtnin
the necessary scientific advice, We do
wiunt thet adviee. I want it as badly as
other farmers. Although I lhiave heen farm-
ing here for 24 years, I am still lacking in
that particular direction, Every bushel
extra that iz produced represents clear pro-
fit over and ahove the extra cost of hand-
ling and of baga,

tHun, T. Moore: You are 10 years bebind
in youwr methoda.

Hon, . Cornell: Conldn’t you have the
suil of your property analysed to-day if
amm owent to the trouble of taking a sample?

Won. C. . BAXTER: The houn. member
interjecting has had a fair experience of
farming, and | ask him if he would be
willing to incur the vost of having the
wlole of his property analysed. And in
the second place to whom am T to go to get
my soil analysed? There was one officer
who ¢ould do soil anaylsis, but the Govern-
ment retired him. In any case, that officer
had not the necessary time to do what is
auggested by Mr. Cornell, If Australia as
a whole, and not this State alene, is going
to pull out of the preseat financial situation,
it will e done on what Australia produces,
and on nothing else. Every effort must be
made {0 increase the produétion of the
Commonwealth, Look at the enormous re-
turn it means 1f the value of production
per acre is incrensed. The benefit acorues
not only to the one State, but to every
State of the Commonwealth,

Hon. G, W, Miles: Would the individuoal
farmer he prepared to pay for this expert
advice, or would he want it tree?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T do not think the
individual farmer would look upon expendi-
ture for that purpese as an extravagance,
but still I think the matter ia one of na-
tional importance.  YWhile the individual
farmer would no doubt be prepared to bear
50 per cent. of the cost involved, the ques-
tion is one of national concern. The indi-
vidual farmer is only a cog in the wheel
which produces the wealth that carries the
State on.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But very often he says
he ig the whole wheel.

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: He frequently ia.
I notice that reference iz made in the
Governor's Speech to railways. We have
got intn Aifficulties remarding railway con-
struction in Western Australia but unfor-
tunately the trouble ocenrred at the com-
mencement. Tnstead of providing railway
facilities to an ares’ and fully settling it,
the State has allowed settlement to take
plare at many isolated points. The result
has been that settlers have agitated for
railwaya and these have been built until
now we have a regular cobweb set of rail-
wayvs spread over the State. Despite this,
many of the areas concerned have not heen
fully settled yet. On the other hand there
has been neglect of settlers who have been
long established. T know of one instance
where settlers have been labouring under
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great hardships for over 16 years and
promises made to them for railway tom-
munication have been broken again and
again. In the Yorkrakine district we have
one of the finest belts of country in the
State held vp because no railway facilities
have been afforded. We have not even got
a promise of & line in that district.

Bon, A, Lovekin: At any rate promises
are ngt worth much.

Members: A Bill was passed last session!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes, the Yarramony
Eastward line was passed last year.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: No, only the sur-
vey. There are settlers in that distriet who
have heen carting over a listance of 22
miles.

How. J. Ewing: Are you sure that rail-
way wus not passed?

llon. (). T, BAXTER:
passed.

Hon. J. Ewing:
last session.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:
vinee!

Hon. ¢, F, BAXTER: Yes, | suppose
it is mo erime to urge the construction of a
line! 1t is an important matter,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: It i3 not a crime,
buot I thought vou might get inte trouble
if your electors were aware yon did not
know the line had been passed.

Hon. J. Cornell: The railway is one of
the firat that should be construeted.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: T am glad to hear
that interjection from Mr. Cornell beeause
he knows that part of the State well. Tt is
useless to expect to develop the country
unless proper facilities are made available
for the settlers, When we ask farmers to
carry on operations  beyond 121% miles
away from a railway, it becomes difficult to
make farming pay. The only way to get
over the difliculty is to provide railways.
About 18 months ago T hal what was then
referred to as the temnerity to speak in
strong terms in opposition to the way the
developmental works on the Peel and Bate-
man estates were being carried out, amd my
remarks applied alse to the group settle-
meni~. Not oaly in this Chamber but out-
side, T was attacked very bitterly. The ¢‘ West
Australian’’ newspaper in Janounary, 1923,
published strong commnents concerning my
attitude. That followed on nn interview T
gave to a ‘“West Anstralian'’ reporter on
the 7th January, 1923. Tn effect the article
set out that T was against the advapeement
of the country and T was not the sert of
person W' o shonld he in Parlinment. Th~
“Daily News'' adopted practieally the
same stand, TIn the issue of the ¢ West
Avstrolian.’’ dated the Rth Jannnry, 1923,
the present Minister for Tands attack:l e
rather Fitterly after he had paid a visit to
the group settlements. It will be rather
amusing to see what will occur in the near
future regarding the bittornrss (displayed
towards me. At that time T pointed out the
position and ountlined what wonld eerur.

No, it wus not
T think it was passed

Is it in your pro-
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What | bad in my miad was the considera-
tion necessary for the interests of the State
and with the information [ had at my dis-
posal, | knew perfectly well that the ex-
penditure of money on both the Peel and
Bateman estates and on the group settle-
ients as well, was excessive, ] knew that
there was extravagance, Notwithstanding
that, when I gave my iuterview to the Proess,
a strongly worded leading article appeared
in the ' West Australian.”’ To that I re-
plied on the Tuesday. To show lhow kindly
disposed the ‘' West Australian'' was to-
wards me, despite the faet that promises of
publication were given day by day, it was
not until the following I'riday when 1
approached ovne of the head mem in the
newspaper oflice, who toldl me he knew

. nothine ahout it, thut [ got any satistae-

tion, and the interview appeared next day.

This is the treatment meted out by
that journal te a public man who
merely tried to do his duty in the
the interests of the State! What has
happened? A Royal Commission was ap-

pointed to inquire into the operations at the
Peel and Bateman Fstates. I ask hon, mem-
bers to throw their minds back to the time
I made this speech, 50 as to refresh their
memories. The report of the Royal Com-
misgion shows that every charge T made in
the course of that speech was fully justified.
That justification came 18 months later, but
I am afraid it came rather late in the day.
T had been written down as a traitor, as a
doubting Thomas, and so forth, but proper
recognition of the truth of my statements
did not ecome at the time, Confirmation of
my statements ia in the hands of members
to-day. Had proper recognition been given
to my statements at the time, Western Aus-
tralia would have been saved a considerable
amount of unneceseary expenditure aud
blocks on the eatates would not have been
s0 over-capitalised.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Comimission
not cost the State anything.

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: T am not speaking
about the cost of the (Commissinn. Had Lhe
public generally taken notice of my remarks.
the Commission would have heen appointe |
a year earber.

Hon. J. Cornell: The positinn regarding
the Commission’s report seems to be the
same as that in reference to vour remarks.
No one believes it.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: That is bardly
correct. There are many people who helieve
what I have stated. The present Govern-
ment view the position rather seriously.
They helieve it, at any rate. The {rouble
is how to right the position, I said at the
time that there was no policy in evidence
in connection with the land settlement ques-
tion, and I was attwked on all side:, 1In
fact, a former Minister made the statement
at a farmers gathering that the polier wus
s0 simple that probably the people would
not understand it. if they weve told what it
was! On the other hand this iz what the



290

Commission had to say on the point and
their ¢comments prove that what I said was
eorrect :—

It will thus be apparent that before
auy such undertaking is embarked upon,
the objections must be clearly defined.
There must be full co-ordination of ef-
fort on the part of all conecermed, The
work to be undertaken must be prescribed
in full detail; surveye and classifications
of areas must be carefully prepared; es-
timated costs mnst be ealculated, and at
least some general conception mwust be pre-
determined as to the ultimate ecapital
which will need to be borne by the settler
—what elass of produetion he is to em-
bark upon, and what future prospects are
ahead of him, provided he is capable and
industrious. Your Excellency’s GUomms-
sioners regret having to report that the
evidence before them discloses non-com-
pliance with any one of these essentials
prior to the placing of the settlers on the
land, or before the work of development
was proceeded with,

My charge all through was that there waa
no policy to govern the carrying out of the
work on the Perl and Bateman Estates, nor
yet in connection with group settlement.
That my statements were well founded is
proved by the extract from the Royal Com-
mission’s report that I have reaa vo non.
members. That confirmation, however, eomes
late in the day. I also referred to the cost
of development at the Peel Estate and
. stated that the work would cost £1,000,000.
I was ridiculed at the time. Mr. Ewing,
who was then Leader of the House replied
to my statements and the figures he fur-
nished to the House were much below those
I had mentioned. In the course of his re-
ply Mr. Ewing gaid—

I shall quote the correct ones and the
bon, member ean judge for himself. The
expenditure on lands and surveys to date
amounts to £48,623; and on roads, drain-
age, ete., £332,120, a total of £380,743.
The amount recoverable from plant, tram-
way, ete., is £20,000, leaving a total of
£360,743.

Now we find that according to the report
of the Royal Commission the actual costs
have been well over £1,000,000 so far.

Hon. J. Ewing: The Royal Commission
did not say that.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: There is no ques-
tion about it. They did say it.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
ipeak'mg. He can eay whatever he thinks

t.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: The report of the
Royal Commission says that the totd) cost
has been £1,169,648.

Hon. J. Ewing: But that was the esti-

mated cost!
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: But that is the
departmental estimate and we kmow what

such astimates are.

[COUNCIL.]

MHor. J. Ewing: That is not the depart-
mental estimate. That is the estimate ar-
rived at Ly the Commission.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The figures are taken
from the evidence given by the expert offi-
CETE.

The PRESLDENT:
argument to continuve,
must address the Chair.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The figurea re-
ferred to in the Commission’s report were
supplied by the expert officers.

The PRESIDENT: Well, you quote them;
you are justified in doing so.

Hon., C. F. BAXTER: We know that if
there is any mistake in connection with de-
partmental estimates, it is that they are al-
ways under the ultimate cost,

Hon. J. Nicholson: That applies to ex-
penditure, not to revenue,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Quite so.

Hoa. A. Lovekin: In paragraph 18 of
the Commigsion’s report yon have their es-
timate. 'The figure you quoted referred to
the departmental estimate.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I am being as
lenient as poassible, because I desirs te do
what I can in the interests of the State. I
want to impress upon the present Govern-
ment that unless they take up the matter
promptly, the position will become more
gerions.

Hon. J. Ewing:
to stop, do you?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Who wants the
Government to stopt Can the hom. mem-
ber stop a bolting horse withont doing some
damaget In this instance, there will be a
good deal of damage done before the bolt-
ing horge is atopped. The Government are
saddled with this and other babies, and they
are very costly onee, too. Any help I can
give to the Government in overcoming the
present difficulties will he gladly made avail-
able to them. Another matter I dealt with
wag the necessity for appointing experi-
enced men. The Commission recommended
that also, thus bearing out the truth of
what I said., It is impossible to handle such
country sa I have referred to with men of
no experience. It is only necessary to visit
the scenes of these activities to ascertain
what this means. If hon. members go down
to the groups to-day ther will see big trees
uprooted, That would never be done by &
man having experience in that class of coun-
try. This procedure will cause the cost or
clearing to be double that which any ex-
perienced settler would provide for. It is
obvious to hon. members that the high cost
will have to be written down and the poor
o0ld State will have to take over the bonrden.
When referring to the question of susten-
ance I told the Government of the day that
they would have to continue those payments
and this has been dome. The upshot is that
what should have been a successful scheme
iz turning ont to be something in the nature
of a calamity.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 lo 7.30 p.m.

I do not want this
The hon. member

You do not want them
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Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: During the course
of my remarks prior to tea when discussing
the Uearty-Yorkrakine railway, I confused
the passing of the Bill with the construc-
tion of the line. A deputation waited on
the Minister for Works, but very little en-
couragement was given regarding the build-
ing of the line. % trust the Leader of the
House will note what I said as to the im-
portance of the line and that if any mwoney
is available for building railways, this line
will not be overlooked. [t has been held
in abevance for a long time, and its coun-
struction will mean much to the State.
i ealing with group settlements, one matter
I have stressed in the House and outside of
it has bheen that of the nomber of cows
that would be available for the settlers.
The Peel Estate and group settlers will
have to rely mainly on dairying. The
greatest drawback is that it is impossible
to go into the market and bny more than
500 cows, I stated that 18 wmonths ago
and Tepeated it a year ago, and was taken
severely to task by the then Leader of the
Hounse (Hon. J. Ewing), who assured us
that there were plenty of eows available,
During the course of the debate T stated
hy way of interjection, ‘‘Yon cannot get
enongh cows.’” MHe replied, ‘‘The cows are
available.”” T said “‘You do not know
what yout are talking about.’’ The Min-
ister then  stated, ‘¢
know what T am talking about, the Minister
for Agrieviture gave me information to-
day; he said that we are in no way ham-
pered with regard to cows., We can got
them whenever we want them.’’ The com-
mission have shown that the cows required
in the near future will number over 30,000,
and it wownld be impossible to buy 500 to-
morrow. That is the most important point
regarding group settlements and yet no-
thing has been done.

Hon. J. Ewing: The rinderpest cost us
1,500 eowa. :

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: They were not
all dairy eows.

Hon. C, ¥, BAXTER: Even if they were
all dairy ecows it would be a very small
numlbrr enmpared with what is required.
"p to the time the Commission sat, the
tiovernment had mot takem the expert ad-
visergs into their confidence. They had not
referred to the dairy expert as to the pos-
sibilities of dairving om the Peel Fstate or
what wns nerded.  What is the gnod of
having Government experts if thev are ig-
noted? The Governmint could not have
Yacked confidence in the dJdairy expert, Mr.
Hampshire, because he is one of the hest
men in the Commonwealth, has had
long experience, and is acquainted with
the conditions in New South Walea as
well as in Western Australiz. Yet be
was brovght in only at the eleventh
hoeur when it was almost too late.
He told the Commisgion it would be
impessible to get more than 500 cows. Tt
is all verv well to talk of buying cows in
the Fostern States. What would they cost?

To show that I do
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Too much for group settlers, Besides, if
any bensts were transferred from the East-
ern States to Western Australia, they would
have to become aeclimatised, so that im-
ported cows would be of very little value
lor eight to 12 months.

Hon. J. Ewing: Ifow many will be re-
quired at the end of the year?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: 1f only 1,000 were
required where wonld they be obtainedt

Heon, J. Ewing: I think ther will be ob-
tainable.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: It is of no use
thinking. Mr. Ewing told us last year that
be bad it on the authority of the Minister
tor Agriculture that the cows were avail-
able. Yet he had not referred to Mr.
Hampshire. Mr, .Hampshire would have
told bhim the position. I the Government
of the day had taken notice of my remarks,
preparations might have been made to se-
cure the requisitc number of cows. The
new Government want to put settiers on
their bloeks, and are talking of giving them
one cow and one pig Decause additional
stock is not available. That is the unfor-
tunzte position in which the Government
are placed. Then take the capitalisation of the
blocks. I said it Jooked as if the capitalisation
would be in the neighbourhood of £1,600
per block, I was teid it would not reach
anything like that amount. Now we find
from the figures of the deparimental ex-
perts that the capitalisation of each block
stocked with 10 cows will be over £1,800.
How are the llocks going to carry that
capifalisation? The maximum revenue that
can be expected from 10 eows is £150 per
year. I can well rememmber Mr. Willmott,
Mr. Bolmes, Mr. Lovekin and myself stress-
ing the poim regarding the eapitalisation
of the Peel Iistate.  When Mr. Willmott
said it would be half a million he was taken
to task, but were not the figures right? The
eatimate is 114 milliens. I had my mind
fully made up as to what the cost would
he. Seme people said, ‘*Where did the in-
formation come from?’' Would a member
of Parlisment make sueh a statement un-
less he could substantiate it?

Hon. J. Ewing: He should not.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: He would not, and
yet the hon. member was one of the first to
challenge my stotement at the time. Before
a settler can hope to make anything like
4 living, he must be supplied with 20 cows.
Those members acquainted with dairying
will bear me out in that. Given 20 cows a
settler and his wife will have little time
to do anything more than grow fodder for
them,  Therefore they cannot expeet to
nroduce much revenve from side lines. Al-
lowing 1% pigs to the cow a settler will do
very well if he sceures a return of £15 from
each cow per vear, or a total of £300.
Taking the capitalisation at £2,000, interest
at the rate of sevem jper cent, will mean
£140: mapure, seed, ete., will cost £50, and
incidentals £30. T am eutting the figures
fine. Then allow £20 revenue from side
lines, T have allowed £15 a year from cach
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cow, which is a very high rate for this
Btate. | doubt whether that average will
be obtained, but let us put the best case
possible. The settlers would have £320 rev-
enu¢ against £220 liability, or £100 clear
per year, equal roughly to £2 per week. I
wonder if they will be content with that
whben the basic wage is over £4 a week?

Hon. J. Ewing: It would be a pity to
make them discontented.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is as well to
lot them know the truth, I want the Gov-
ernment to realise the position in order
that they may put things right and see
that future groups are handled more
economically and are not over-capitalised
ag are those at preseat. Mr. Macfarlane
referred to the tramways. I view with
alarm the statement that the Government,
for the sake of expediency, intend to lay
a double line over the horseshoe bridge.
I saw surveyors at work there to-day, so
I assume they intend to proceed with the
work, I have stressed the necessity for
inquiry regarding the dangerous nature
of that bridge. I have driven vehicles
in most parts of the Commonwealth and
I do not know of any erossing so danger-
ous to life as is the intersection of Roe-
street and the horseshoe bridge. Then
we have to consider the tremendous ex-
penditure that will be entailed to econ-
stronet a double line across the bridge.
After that is the wear and tear. The lines
acrogs the bridge will he all enrves, and
& tremendous amount will be required for
uplkeep, not alone on rails and roadway,
but on the cars as well. This will go on
for all time. Where is the advantage?
My, Macfarlane said he did not agree
with my contention that the tramways
should be taken along Wellington-street
and over Melbourne-road crossing. Some-
thing must be dove. A bridge must be
built at the Melbourne-road crossing.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Then it will
have to go from Murray-street and not
from Wellington-street, so as to provide
sufficient room for the trains to pass be-
neath the bridge.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That would not
make any difference. The fact remaings
that we must seriously face the question
of huilding a bridge over the Melbourne-
road crossing. A liitle while back I
connted no fewer than 78 vehicles wait-
ing to cross the line while shunting opera-
tions were being carried on. These
vehicles waited po less than 15 minutes.
Imagine the cost of that to the commu-
nity. FEvery man who was driving a
vehicle was beimg paid while he was
wasting time waiting for the gates to
open, and if there were some who owned
their own vehicles, their losz of time
also would be a matter of consequence,
This kind of thing i3 an economic waste
as well as a bindrance to trade. The

* pecple against frozen mesat.

[COUNCIL.}

crossing ig a most important one on
aceount of she railway goods sheds, and
if a bridge is built there, provision can be
made for the trams to cross the line by
means of that bridge, and more people
will be served than if the {rams were
taken over un existing dangerous bridge
whick will cost a great deal of money
before it can be made fit to carry the
tramway traffic. Then there will always
be the danger of bogies leaving the rails
at the curves, We have often seen bogies
running off the lines where the curves
are sharp. [ tremble to think what will
happen onc of these days if a bogie
travelling at a fair speed leaves the rails
on the William-street bridge. It will
finish up somewhere in the railway yards
below. I shall not deal any further with
the subject at present because I intend 1o
submit a motion to the House regarding
tramways and water supplies, I would
like to say a few words in reply to Mr.
Gray’'s remarks on the subject of meat
supplies, and perhaps my remarks will
save the Leader of the House indulging
in straight talk to ome of his own sup-
porters. The course the hon. member
suggested will not have the effect of
cheapening the price of meat; as a matter
of faet it will make the price dearer.
More especially does that apply to what
he pays is a monepoely on the part of
some firmg. The Government have been
bringing frozen meat from Wyndham to
Perth. It is necessary to cultivate a
taste among people for frozen meat, and
that is a difficult thing to do.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We are doing it
suecessfully now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: To a certain ex-
tent, but I koow the prejudice of the
The people
of Melbourne would never bhave frozen
meat and at one time it was not possible
to give it away. Then when the war was in
progress frozen meat came into the market
and was sold at 7d. and 8d. per 1b., while
fresh meat was retailed at le, 4d. and
1s. 5d. The result was that the hotels
and eating houses obtained almost en-
tirely frozen meat. It was found so good
that they had no difficulty in coltivating
a taste for it and now, pretty well two-
thirds of the meat consumed in Melbourna
and suburbs is frozen, But it is necessary
to first overcome the prejudice of the
people in this respect, and that will take
some time. Se far as the Government are
concerned, the apace on the ‘‘Kangargo’’
is not adequate either for frozen meat
or for the carrying of livestock. ‘The
present i3 a very bad season in the North,
and there are not many people with fat
cattle to put on board. I have a gmall
interest in one place, and we could not
put 50 fat cattle on the ghip. There is
no doubt about there being space avail-
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able at the present time, but in an
ardinary year when the season has been
fairly good, it is wmot possible to get
space. [ remember ope year we made
application for space and it was allotted
for December when, of course, it was too
late to bring down cattle. If the Gov-
ernment can see their way to secure more
space, we shall bave cheaper beef, and
that, to a certain extent, controls the
price of mutton, Let me now refer to the
monopoly of which the hon. member
spoke, the monopaly in respect of the con-
trol of trucks on the Government rail-
ways. Prior to the agents having control
of the trucks, a state of chags existed. One
week there would be an over-supply of stock
in the market, enough for the needs of the
metropolitar area for a fortnight or three
weeks. Then the price would drop to zero.
A few iniddlemen would come in, buy most
of the atock, and having paddocks adjacent
would hold the stock until the next market.
Just consider the position of the railways.
They never knew what to do; ome week
they would find trucks that their clients re-
quired, and the next week there would be a
surplus of trucks, and then, of course, when
the market was shy, the middlemen who had
bought the stock on the previous market
would put that stoek out and practically
command their own price, Meat would be
dearer unider that system than it is under
the existing system. The agents who have
control, know what stoek is required and
they makc every endeavour to get a fell
supply of stoek for every market, and it is
geldom they are short. The agents arg iry-
ing their hest to keep the market well sup-
plied. They are not interested in the priee
that stock Drings, though of course they
want the market price.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They want the highest
price they can get.

Hon. €. P. BAXTER: Yes, but they do
not do anything to push up the price.
Their desire is to stabilise the market and
see that it is well supplied. Regarding the
sheep position, T doebt whether there will
he nny increase in numbers this season.
The lambing pereentage will be verv low
while the mortality rate bas been high. There-
fore we ¢annot but expect to find onlv a
smatl fnercase throughout the State, Then
with the high priee that wool ia enmmand-
ing, mutton is hound tn he dear for some
time tp come. The outlook i4 not very
bright, dae to the seasonal difficulties to
which T have just referred. The hon. mem-
her dealt with the price of bread, and de-
clared that the price of wheat shonld be
fixed on the basis of the cost of produection.
The average farmer does not work 44 hounrs
a week; he worke 16 hours & day, Cut his
houre down to 44 per week and T do not
know to what price wheat may goar. There
ia no place in the world where bhread is as
cheap a< it is m Awstralia.

Hon. J. A, Greig: It is the cheapest
article on the fable to-day.
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Houn. C. F. BAXTER: I am sure the hon.
member desires to see the farmers in this
State make a fair living. They are not
making too much with the price of wheat
as it is, though they will get some recom-
pense for their labours this year. If
wheat were fetching amy less, they ecer-
tainly would come out on the wrong
side of the ledger. The position to-day
is that the primary producers are bhe-
ing bled by a tariff which iz of no
use to any country. I camnot understand
why the Government of a country like
Australia, with a population of only five
and a half millions, are pursuing a mad
career in respect of seeondary industries
by imposing a high tariff on commodities
that are necessary for primary industries.
Australia must look to its primary induse-
tries if it wishes to make any headway. Too
much congideration has been given to mer-
chants and manefacturers. T tell the
workers that what the Tederal Government
are doing is of no benefit to them because
the sole effect is to increase the cost of liv-
ing. The Government of the State would
de well to approuch the Federal Government
on the subject of the tariff, and to aseist thoee
Fcderal members who are working so earn-
estly in the direction of bringing about a
reduetion. I am nrot speaking alome for the
wheat grower: I have in mind all who are
interested in primary production, becanse
all have to pay exorbitant rates caused by

the high tariff for everything that
they refquire. With respect to second-
ary industries there are a few that can

he wnrked successfully, but only a few,
and if due consideration were given to prim-
ary industries, we should find that there
wonld be an influx of population which
wounld make it worth while later on to es-
tahlish secondary industries. We have mow
cstablished secondary industries to supply
merely n small number nf people who are
scattered over this vast contineat. Let us
make the primary industries attractive and
we shall get population here and then see-
ondary industries will follow as a matter of
course. They are hound to follow if the
trade is here. I do mot think anyone in his
wildest dreams will suggest that we can
mannfacture in Australia and export to
other eountries when we know that in other
parts of the world the labonr conditions
are moch easier than those exisgting in Aus-
tralia, & country that is known as the work-
ing man’s paradise.

Houn. E. H. Gray:
dise.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not think the
hon. memher gave much comsideration to the
matter when he referred to the price of
bread and said that where the loss was
made was in the distribotion. T tell the
hon. member that that is nothing new in
Western Australia. For the past 20 years
moves have been made in the direction of
trying to overcome the excessive cost of
deliverv. This applies not only to bread

A very poor old para-
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but to every commodity that is delivered.
I remember four or five years ago counting
eleven bakers’ cartg in ome small street. All
the customers have their fads, and cannot
be weaned of them.

Hon, .J. M. Maefarlane: I know of a
bakery turned down becanse the customer
did not like the ook of the man on the eart.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: I trust the Govern-
ment will give consideration to the produe-
ing interests of the State. I am glad they
propose to assigt the mining industry. That
industry has not received the consideration
due to it. There should be ome Minister
in control of the mining industry, From
past experience I know that ome man ex-
clusively administering the Mines Depart-
ment would be overloaded if he did his
work property. Quite recently a well
known Kalgoorlie mine closed down, and
the Government went out of their way to
find employment for the miners thrown out
of work. Tor that they are to be com-
mended. But I disagree with the nature
of the employment found, namely, the con-
struetion of reads. The money conld have
been better expended in developmental
work.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: The men could
bave lLeen sent to Greenbushes to find the
lost tin lede.

Hon, C. . BAXTER: I should like to
impress on the CGovernment the necessity
for doing what they can to increase the
water supplies in agricuitural areas. This
would do z great deal te encourage stock-
ing up, and would serve to overcome some
of the difficultics of the settlers. I hope the
Government will continue their work of
construeting dams and extending the gold-
fields water scheme. Those extensions cost
the Gavernment notLing, yet bring in muck
indireet revenue. I am pleased to note the
Government have made 2 move in the diree-
tion of establishing an agricultural college.
Although only a few monthas in office the
Government, sometimes said to be unsym-
pathetic towards primary producers, have
get alout the establishment of an apricul-
tural eollega,

Jon. J. Ewiog: Give the late fovernment
fair play.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 will. Five years
ago a committees was appointed to consider
the question. After four months of consid-
eration they sent in their report to the Gov-
ernment. But the report was sat upon. An
election intervencd, but still the report was
kept in the shadow. Only juat before
the recent elections was it resurrected and
romething done towards establishing an
agricultural college. At several gatherings
attended by me the Premier was forced into
the position of Qeclaring that he would es-
tablish an agricultural collegre. Had he
been at all sympathetie, this most important
link in our edueational chain would have
been estublished long age, If the Labour
Gnvemmgnt push on with it, T will cer-
tainly give them credit for having estab
jished it,

[COUNCIL,]

Hon, J. Ewing:
wrong.

Hon. (. F. BAXTER: According to the
hon. member, the king con do no wrong;
however, the king docs not reign any longer.
The Government have a vety leavy task
before them., The load of responsibility
on their shoulders prohably is far worse
than they expected. I trust they will be
successful i their endeavours to secure
vnough money to carry on a vigorous policy
of development, T shall be ready tn give
them every assistance in putting the State
on a snund footing.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: How will they
get the necessary moncy: hy horrowing or
by taxation?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 notice the Pre-
mier is inclined to reduee taxation, know-
ing what it weans to the State. The hon.
member carlier this eveaing related how a
former resident of Western Australin had
been driven out of the State by taxation.
Many eunch instances have come to my know-
ledge. Tduring my numerous visits to the
Eastern States, on practically every trip
I met one or another who, on acconnt of
heavy taxation, was leaving this State.

Hon. J. Ewing: They made their money
here,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but it is
human nature to hold on to what one makes.
By 2 heavy burden of taxation we are
erushing out the men with money, the very
men we want, and bringing in paupers.
The only way in which to develop the State,
at all events for the time being, is by eon-
tinuing our borrowing that has been going
on for s0 long. Then, by increased pro-
duction, we can put the State in a better
finuneiul position than it is in to-day.

Hon. F. E, & WILLMOTT (South-
West) [8.9]: Like others, T wish to con-
gratulate Mr. Drew on his return to the
House. It was not my good fortune to
sit under him when last he was Leader
of the House. I was then in another
place. The Labour Party were in power
and doughty oppouents they were. A few
months before the general elections one
reading the daily Press could only come
to the conclusion that the Mitchell Gov-
ernment were bound to return with in.
creased numbers, Then we had the Coun-
try Party split. T say that was a domestic
quarrel and did mot conmeern the ‘‘West
Australian’’ or anybody else outside the
organisation. Yet with remarkable in-
stinct that great leader of thought, as it
thinks itself

Hon. J. Ewing: It will give you ““beans’’
after this.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Had that
paper minded its own business and not
enlarged on this domestie quarrel, it
might bave been possible to bring the
parties together and heal the breach; but
when, day after day, the matter was
brought before the public, served up with

That would be quite
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the porridge at breakfast, it could have
only one result, namely, that each side
defended itself and so widened the gap
until it waas impossible to bridge it over.
Then we went to the polls. The result
wag that T.abour came back to power.

Hon. T. Moore: A good thing for the
counfry.

Hon. T. E. 8, WILLMOTT: Then the
paper turned round and again blamed the
Country Party. If we examine the elec-
tion results in the various electorates wa
can treat that astatement for what it is
worth—rubbish. Why did the Mitchell
Government go out? Because they had
promised one section of the community
that they would get rid of the State
trading coneerns. It was that policy that
outed the Labour Government, When Mr.
(olebateh sat in this House, did he not,
night after night, week after week, slate
the Leader of the House over the State
trading concerns? The opponents of the
Labour Government went to the country
on that point, yet when they occeupied
the Treasury benches only two State
trading concerns were got rid of. I am
proud to say that [ got rid of hoth and
was well and truly taken to task for
baving done it. T refer to the fish and
meat shops, which were of no earthly
value to the Government or to the people.
Meat was purchased on the hoof in the
Kimberleys, brought down, sold at Robb’s
Jetty at 1s, 2d. per 1b, and the Siate
shop retailed it at half that price. Oniy
a few people were benefiting—those who
wandered inte the shop and carried away
their purchases noder their arms. The
balanee of the people were paying for the
privilege enjoyed by the few.

Hon. 'T. Moore: Now ‘tell us abont the
fish shops,

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Yes, that
great enterprise that was to get fish to
the public at a reasonable price, presum-
ably at 3d. per lb, without the bone. I
took a trip up to Shark Bay over the
business. The ‘‘Torrens’’ was anchored
there to house the fishermen, and provide
the refrigerating space in which to place
the fish in readipess for that great limer
the “Una.”’! 1 had the misfortune to
travel in the **Una,’’ The ups and downs
of politics are nothing at all to the ups
and downs of the ‘"Una.’”’ When I
reached Shark Bay there had beea a
blow, which was hard enough to blow the
funnel out of the ‘“Torrens.’”” The gale
bad blown away the fish, and there was
nothing ready for ws. The local people,
however, had caught some schnapper, and
we brought down half a ton of fish to
Fremantle, It smelt so badly that, it
did not matter what part of the *‘Una”’
we walked in, the smell followed us.
Tpon our arrival at Fremantle the fish
was jettisoned. That fish cost about £2
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a lb, Those who were engaged in the
industry ot Shark Bay wished to work
eight hours a day between 8 a.m. and &
p-m., irrespective of wind, tide or any-
thing else. The result of my trip was
that the fishing industry as a Government
concern was ¢losed dowm.

Hon. T. Maore: And now the ‘‘dagoes’’
run the whale show and get big prices
from the publie,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The indus-
try is now in the bands of foreignera.
On Sunday I was speaking to an Austra-
lisn fisherman and asked him why this
wes 0. He said, ‘‘Blime, boss, you do
not expect us to live on the hoats like
these foreigners, We like to go ashore
when we get a little money and have =
drop of beer. These other chaps fish all
the time and get all the business.’’ No
doubt the Australian does not like work-
ing 24 hours a day on a boat. When he
comes in with a catch he likes a few
hours off. The other fishermen go straight
back withoet leaving their boats,

Hon. T. Moore: Do you think they are
good citizens?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I am not
arguing that poiut. They get us fish, but
whether or not it pays us to get it under
those conditions iz a different matter,

Hon. T. Moore: They will not build ap
the population.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Not if they
live on their beoats by themselves. The
second reason for the change of Govern-
ment was the extracrdinary effeet upon
the farming community of the order that
went forth regarding the Industries
Agsistance Board. Immediately prior to
the elections Industries Assistance Board
clients were warned what was going to
Lappen to them. The Labour Party made
great capital out of that in the electorates
in which the clients of the board lived. It
did not, of course, apply to the South-West,
where the board refused to come to the
assistance of the settlers when they were
being flooded out. The elients of the board
went about in fear and trembling, and ex-
pressed their views by voting for Labour
against the Government. I admit they were
misguided, but that iz what they did. This
was one of the reasons why some of the
country constituencies turned to Labour in
the way they did.

Hon. J. Ewing: You think that was the
reagon?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Yes. A
Labour Government is mow im control. I
hope one of the first steps they will take
will be to appoint two more portfolioed
Minijsters. I voiced that opinion several
times when the Mitehell Government were
in power. 1 was twitted with a desire to
get & position in the Cabinet, but there wag
no foundation for the suggestion. I eannot
be twitted on that secore now, because I am
not likcly to be offered a portfolio. If
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government is to be earried on suecessfully
there must Le two more portfolioed Minis-
ters, The remuneration is not so Jarge that
Ministers can afford to give a proportion ot
it in order to pay an honorarium to the
Honorary Ministers. 1 was an Honorary
Minister for a little over five years, and [
know it is not the sweetest position in the
world. A man would do many things if he
held a portfolio that he has to submit to
his Minigter for approval. Matters, for a
knowledge of which I take second place to
none, have been turned down beeause in the
opinion of the Minister it was unwisc. Had
I beld a portfolio I would have carried out
my policy with good results. [ hope the
Government will take early steps to alter
the Constitution 8o as to permit of these
extra Ministers being appointed. It is im-
possible for a Minister who controls a pum-
ber of departments to keep hia eye on them
all, Group settlentents have bren discussed
ad nauseam. I was taken to task by Mr.
Ewing, who was thon Leader of the House,
for a statement I made regarding the Peel
and Bateman estates. I said that over half
s million pounds bad been spent there, |
was told that the figure was ridiculons and
there was no foundation for it. The Royal
Commission said the expenditure bad reached
£711,000. T was, thercfore, £211,000 under
the estimate. T wanted to be a member of
that Commission, but 1 was told I wasa too
hiassed, and they would not have me at any
price. The land in the groups is all right.
-On the Peel estate there is some land equal
to anything in Australia,

Hon. T. Moore: Is that in your province?

Hon, F. E. §, WILLMOTT: Yes. There
is also some very poor land there, I pointed
out the inadvisnbility of placing people ou
some of these blocks, but I was told I knew
nothing about the matter. My opinion, how-
ever, hag heen corrohorated in toto by the
report of the Royal Commission, There is
some beautiful lapd in the South-West. |
have seen land there producing, without an
orchard, £70 per acre per annum. If it will
do that it will surely grow fodder crops for
cows. I agree with what Mr. Macfarlaue
said, and with a great deal of what Mr.
Baxter said, that all this cannot bhe done in
a day. Tn a ghort space of time the South.
West will be a wonderful dairying centre.
We must get the cowa, the diffienltics with
regard to which have heen set out by MMr.
Macfarlane. Outside the forest arca« par-
ticularly, the land reguires draining. [% is
a very expengive operation, but if earried
ont properly the work will be remunerative.
The Miniater for Lands has already experi-
enced diffienity in getting land for new
gronp settlers, hecause the Forests Depart-
ment has refused to allow the land to go.
I advise the Government to amend the
Forests Act as early as possible. Althongh
I was in Cnbinet when it was brought down,
I fonght it a little in the House, but ountside
I fought it as hard as I counld. Tt is an
nwful Act. It gives such power to the Con-

[COUNCIL.]

gervator as to make one shudder. This is
nothing te the Act he endeavoured to ram
down the throat of Parliument. There is
gome beautiful land in the immediale neigh-
bourhood of Bridgetown reserved for forest
purposes, and farther south between Liridge-
town and Manjimuop there is another lurge
aresa also reserved. 1 went over it one day
with Mr. Hampshire, the dairy expert, and
Mr. George Wickens the fruit cxpert.
After I had shown them the land 1 asked
them to ¢limb to the top uf one of the
highest hlackboys, and to tell me if thes
¢ould sve a jarrah tree anywhere.  They
said there was not one within two miles. 1
then showed them the plan indieating that
the Iand was reserved for forest purposes.

Houn. J. A. Gretgr: What kind of timber
iy on it?

Hon. I". E. 85, WILLMOTT: Blackboy
and banksia. It is beantifu! country for
dairy purposes. The ex-Conservator was
ont to grab the Bouth-Wesi division and
bring it under his own thumb; and he nearly
succeeded. Under Heetion 4 of the Act he
has contrel of cverything in the forest from
timber to heeswnx, No one can rob a hive
without his permission, One cannot remove
a single stick or stone, or even a lump of
gravel for the road. The Conservator con-
trols even the birds in the air and the kan-
garooy that hop along the ground, Do mem-
bers know that under Section 4 the Con-
servator can lease land for pastoral and
agricultural purposes, or for any other pur-
%ose be thinks fit, the revenuve going to the

orests Department? When I was Honor-
ary Minister for Lands, I had certain blocks
surveyed on Lefroy Brook, immediately ad-
joining Pemberton. They had a little karri
on them, but the bulk of the land zever
bad any karri and ran down into beautiful
gwamps—ideal country for settlement. 1
was informed by the Congervator that L
could not have the blocks, as he wanted the
land for forest purposes. But to-day it is
found that the Conservator has leased those
blocks, as he has the right to do under the
Aet, for agricultural purposes. Do we want
two Lands Departments—one under the
Minister for Lande as it shounld be, and the
other under the Conservator of Forests as
it should not be?t Having administered the
Lands Department for o long time under the
Lefroy Government and under the Mitchell
Government, I kmow that the position is un-
bearable for the Minister. The Forests Act
of 1919 should be amended as speedily as
possible.  Under that Aet the Conservator
of Forests can construet tromways on any
Crown lands he thinka fit, and can alsn
run  those tramways. He can boild his
own railwass on Crown lands and mn
them. Was that ever intended by Parlia-
ment? The Act must he rectified at once.
There is 2 heavutiful road rumming around
one side of Mundaring Weir, a road con-
gtructed by the late Conservator of Forests.
No one is allowed to set foot on that
road. One is ordered off if one appears
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on it. It is ome of the best drives in West-
ern Avstralia. Do hon. members consider
it right that the public should be deprived
of such a beautiful drive? The road ought
to be completed right around the weir and
thrown opeun to the public. Why it was
built I do not know, but I ean think. In
my view, the late Conservator’s intention
was to complete the road right round event-
ually, and then to charge a shilling or half-
a-crown for permission to drive on it, the
profit to go into the coffers of the Forests
Department. I trust the new Minister for
Forests will take action to have the road
made available to the people. Let it be
built right rcund the weir and then we shall
have a splendid drive along a lovely gheet of
water for our own population and for visi-
tors from oversea. In Mr. Kessell, the pre-
sent Conservator, the State has an excellent
officer, and his staff i very good. I have
not onme word to say against the present
Conservator or his officers, but I have a
great deal to eay against the Foreats Act,
which gives the Forests Department alto-
gether too much power. I have consistently
held and expressed the opinion that our for-
ests should be under the control, not of one

man, but of a Conservator and two other-

men possessing practical knowledge of our
timber requirements and of our forests. At
one time our Feorests Department was con-
trolled by practical men, but now theory
rules alone. I was not a forest ranger for
17 years without getting to know something
about this subject. When a mandate went
forth from the Hon. Jobn Scaddan, as Min-
ister for Forests, that after cutting a sleeper
or falling a mill lop one must gather the
whole of the top of the tree and place that
debris in a heap of a certain specified diam-
eter, ready for burning, did the people Te-
sponsible for that regulation know anything
practieal about their subject? Did not 1
zo round from group to gronp working out
exnetly what the cost involved would be?
pointed out that if we got £1 for every
sleeper produced under that remmlation, in
many instances that extraordinary price
would not cover the cost of the extra and
unnecessary work imposed by the new re-
gulationt For oner State trading proved
itsclf a good thing, because the ahsurd re-
gulation affected the State Sawmills and
their permits. It was quite impossible to
work under the regulation, and verv soon
pressure was hrought to bear by the then
Minister for Warks, who controlled the State
Sawmills, and the repulation was altered. If
there had been & practical man in charge ot
forestry matters that ridieulous regulation
wonld never have been foisted upon the tim-
ber trade. Mr, Kessell with one or two mand
practieal men who know the country should
be placed in control of forestry and timbet-
getting matters if the Government want to
settle our lands in a proper manner through
the Lands Department, and not through the
Forests Department. Mr, Gray spoke ahout
the price of meat, and Mr. Baxter has dealt
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fully with that question, and I agree with
cvery word uttered by that hon. inember.
In the old days, before Elders and Dalgetys
and other firms had obtained control of the
truck supply, ome could never get trucks
when one wanted them, and when ome did
not want them they came along in droves.
As Mr. Baxter said, in those tays chaos
reigned in the matter of truck supply. To-
day the man who is semding stock to mar-
ket on the hoaf has to get trucks through
those firms. That arrangement is better for
the Commiesioner of Railways, and better’
for the grower of meat, and better for those
who eat meat. But the price of meat is not
coming down awhile. At the risk of weary-
ing the Houae, I must repeat that it is im-
possible for the price of meat to come down
in the near future. As has been stated,
there i3 a Leavy shortage in lambing.
A feature that people are apt to lose sight
of is the depredations of the dingo. Years
ago, when I was first elected to another
place, I pointed out the danger that lurked
in not taking immediate steps to deal with
the dingo pest, and T brought into the
Chamber the skin of a dingo which, to my
knowledge and my sorrow, had kiiled 200
sheep—worth to-day £2 10s. per head. Sheep
were much cheaper in those days, but stil

the loss cansed by that one dingo was
severe. INow, however, we find the dingo
right through from T.eonora to the Leenwin.
Dingoes cause enormous losses in sheep,
cattle, and horses. Tn the Warren distrist
the dingoes pull down the foala. Fver
ginee the wreck of the ‘“Pericles,’’ in 1908,
they have increased ont of all belief, Be-
fore that disaster a couple of pups were a
large litter in the Warren district; but
with the hundreds of tons of provisiona
washed ashore from the wreek the dinpoes
increased hngely in numbers, and to-day
there are watering places to which the pests
resort in droves of 40 and 50 at a time.
People without personal knowledpe of the
position can hardly conceive tn what a de-
grea the Warren country is infested with
dingoes. Ioxes, too, have hecome a menace
in various parts of the Rtate, and are caus-
ing serious loss. I trust the Mlinister far
T.ands will make it his business to see that
a dingo drive is arranged and earried ont,
so that something tangible may be done to
deal with the dingo from ope end of West-
ern Australia to the other. Now just one
word about the Perth Hospital. Dr. Ssw
spoke very ably on that subjeet, pointing
out how urgently funds are nerded. But
if those responsible for the lannching of
the appcal wich each and every one to con-
tribate, they must first inform the publie
that it is their intention at onee to reduee
the hnurs of the nurses and improve their
conditions generally. Many a peraon has
spoken to me onhout the appeal and
has szit that while the present hours and
conditions of the nnrginz staff remain
they will not put their hands in their pock-
ets to help the Perth Hospital I cam as-
snre the organisers of the appeal that the



298

remedying of the situation as it affects the
ourses will make a big difference in the
amount resulting from the effort. I learn
from the Press that it is intended to ex-
pend £200,000 on the East Perth power
ho:se, On reading that announeement 1
thought to myseli what a great pity it was
that Parliament had not listened to the
suggestion made by Mr. Ewing years ago
to crect our generating station at Collic.
How much better wounld it have been for
the State to-day had that suggestion been
" adopted. The East Perth power house is a
vile proposition, as will be acknowledged
by everyone who saw the foundations put
in. Again, for all time that power house
meang the draining of frel to East Perth.
As soon ag the wew plant has been installed,
there will be a drain of hetween 1,500 and
2,000 tons of coal to Fast Perth every
week, What s waste, secing all the coal
there ia at Collie. Surely it is easier to
earry the juice than to carry the coal. Tf
the Commissioner of Railways is right, he
i9 carryving coal at a loss; and the sooner
we ent that loss and earry the juice over
the wire instea? of carrying the coal over
the railways, the better it will be for every-
hody. A great deal has been said against
the group scttiements, but moch of that
country on which the groups are estab-
ligshed is eminently suitable for orchards.
As an orchardist T wish to poiat out that
for years we have been asking for the
establishment of cool chambers on the
wharf at Fremantle. I was sorry to learn
thai if is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to go on with the erection of cool
chambers on the wharf,

Hon. T. Moore: Would that be another
State trading concernt

Hon. F. K, 8. WILLMOTT: I do not
see why it should be, Those facilities
could be provided at small cost. We are
prepared to put in cool chambers for
£25,000 if the Government will provide us
with one of the sheds om the wharf. T
have not referred to freezers, but to ool
chambera where the fruit can ba kept
with the temperature at 45 degrees. If
we are required to send fruit to Robb’s
Jetty, there will be no case left intact,
because, owing to the wretched condition
of the road, the cases will be bumped to
pieces. There are holes in that road in
which one eould place six men and then
go over them without noticing their
presence ! It is one of the most awful
roads in Australia, We are fold that we
uneed not use that route and that the fruit
could be sent down by rail. If a ship
comes to Fremantle and discovers at the
eleventh bour that she has space for
another 4,000 cages of apples, the growers
should he able to have the fruit on the
wharf and put it direct aboard with as
little delay as possible, Tf we have to
send the frnit tn Robb's Jetty, we would
have to get a special train to shift the
fruit and then we would have to rail it
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to the wharf and put it in the ship. By
the time we could get the fruit to Fre-
mantle, the ship would be 10 mfles the
other side of Hottnest. No ship would
wait while 4,000 cases were being loaded
at Robb’a Jetty and railed back to Fre-
mantle to be placed aboard. The only
hope we have of getting the fruit placed
on the London and European markets io
perfect condition is to bave every avail-
able facility to enable us to do it. Fer
thut purpose we could have cool chambare
on the wharf, If the State is to encour-
age the estublishment of further orchards
on the pgroups, the Government should
give the growers a chance to make good.

Hon. T. Moore: Is froit growing a
profitable industry now?

Hon. P, E. 8. WILLLMOTT: Last year
it was; the year before that, it was not
profitable.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Take an average
year?

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOQTT: In an aver-
age vear fruit growing is profitable. In
faet, it must have been profitable this
vear, becuvse [ notice a great many
orclkardists ranving about in new motor
cars, There i3 no greater indication of
prosperity than to see a man going to a
garage in Perth and ordering a new car,

Hon., J. M. Macfarlane: Perhaps the
firms give better terms now,

Hen, F. E, 8 WILLMOTT: But the
firms require a certain amount of cash
down, and unleas sn orchardist is pros-
perous, he cannot pay away that money.
So far a8 I am concerned the present Gov-
ernment have nothing to fear from me
ags regards oppesition so long as they do
not bring down communistie or socialistie
legislation. With the toning influence of
the Leader of the House and other of his
supporters, T feel sure that that aspect
will be so managed that we will find that
only sound and sane legislation will be
bronght before us, and that the whele
House will be able to give support to the
Government, I have pleasure in support-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hoa. H. Seddon debate
adjourned.

House adjourned ot 8.50 p.m.



